Risen Savior - cont.

pray to the Father (Hebrews 2:17; 4:14
-16). He continually ministers to us (|
Timothy 2:5; Hebrews 7:25; 8:1; 9:24;

| John 1:7 —2:2) and he gives us bold-
ness (Heb. 10:19-25).

|esus ascended to mark out the
way to heaven (Hebrews 2:10; 6:19-20;
12:2). He prepares a place in heaven
for the prepared people of God (John
14:1-3). He raises our minds above
earthly things (Colossians 3:1-2). He
sets the example of how to run the
race of life to heaven.

Jesus ascended to return and judge
the word (Acts 3:20-21; 17:30-31). Je-
sus will come again, raise all the dead,
and then sit on his throne and separate
the righteous from the wicked in the
judgment day (Matthew 25:33-34).

He Lives! Will You?

Like Jesus, will you be raised to
walk in newness of life through baptism
(Romans 6:3-5)? Will you be raised to
sit with Jesus now (Ephesians 2:6)? Will
you be caught up in the air with Jesus
at his coming (I Thessalonians 4:17)?
Will you sit with Jesus throughout all
eternity (Revelation 3:21)? Friend, do
you serve a risen savior? If not, start
serving him today. - Chris Reeves

Sentence Sermons

e To conquer a sin in your life you must
do two things: stop practicing it and
start hating it.

e Put your brain in gear before you put
your tongue in gear.

e Need a “helping hand”? Start by look-
ing at the end of your arm.

e The Lord is good, gracious, great, glo-
rious, and God.
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For though we walk in the flesh, we do
not war according to the flesh, for the
weapons of our warfare are not of the
flesh, but divinely powerful for the
destruction of fortresses.
- 2 Corinthians 10:3-4 -




We were buried therefore with him
through baptism into death: that like as
Christ was raised from the dead through
the glory of the Father, so we also might

walk in newness of life.
- Romans 6:4 -

What Makes Christianity
Different?

There are many religious choices in
the world today. Why be a Christian
and not a member of one of these oth-
er world religions? That’s a good ques-
tion. Simply put, we should be a Chris-
tian because Christians serve a risen
savior, Jesus Christ. The gods and sav-
iors of the other religions are dead.
Yes, dead! Who in their right mind
would want to be a member of a reli-
gion that is founded upon a dead god
or savior? Think about it.

The God and savior of Christianity
is living. Jesus predicted several times
that he would live after his death and
ascend back to his Father (John 6:62;
14:2,12; 16:5,10,28; 17:11; 20:17). This
is the savior that you want to serve!

Up From the Grave
He Arose

Jesus actually rose from the dead

| Serve A Risen Savior

on the third day (Luke 24:1,21). Yes, Jesus
lived after his death and he was seen by
many and he did ordinary things after his
death like eat a meal and talk to his friends
(Matthew 28:16ff; Mark 16:9ff; Luke

24:1 3ff; John 20:1 Iff; Acts 10:40-41).

Jesus’ own body was raised from the
dead. It was his own body with the nail
prints still in his hands and feet (Luke
24:39; John 20:25-27). This is important to
know because Christianity is based upon
the miracle of Jesus’ bodily resurrection.

Jesus’ resurrection was also confirmed
by many eyewitnesses who were willing to
die for what they believed and saw (| Co-
rinthians 15:1-5). And his resurrection was
special. Others in Bible times were resur-
rected, but Jesus’ resurrection declared
him to be the Son of God (Romans |:4).

Jesus’s resurrection was followed by
his ascension back to his Father in heaven
(Lk. 24:50-51; Acts |:1-11; 7:55-56). Why
did Jesus ascend into heaven and who is
this risen savior that we are to serve! Let’s
take a look in the Bible and see.

He Lives!
Jesus ascended to save mankind

(Matthew 28:20; Mk. 16:19-20). Jesus
worked with the Apostles to spread the

gospel and perform miracles of confir-
mation. He came to seek and save the
lost (Luke 19:10; | Timothy 1:15) and
he continued this work in heaven.

Jesus ascended to send the Spirit of
Truth to the Apostles (John 16:7). Je-
sus spoke his word to the Apostles via
the Holy Spirit (14:26; 16:14). And, he
spoke all truth to the Apostles via the
Holy Spirit (14:17; 16:13).

Jesus ascended to rule and reign
over all mankind (Acts 2:33-35). Jesus
returned to his glorious state (John
[7:5; Acts 5:31; | Timothy 3:16; Reve-
lation 5:12). In this glorious state, Jesus
is the Lord of the universe (Ephesians
[:20-22; Philippians 2:9-11; Hebrews
[:3, 13; | Peter 3:22; Revelation 1:5).

Jesus at the right of the Father has
power over all enemies (Psa. 110:1;

Mt. 26:64; Heb. 10:12-13).

Jesus at the right hand of the Fa-
ther is also head of his church
(Ephesians 1:22-23; 4:8-10; Revelation
2:1) and King of his kingdom
(Colossians 1:13; Revelation 1:9).

Jesus ascended to make interces-
sion for Christians (Romans 8:34). Je-
sus understands our needs when we




